
 

T 
he NRT has had another successful year. 
We parƟcipated in the Town of 

MansĮeld’s 250th parade, with our own 
President Emeritus Lou Andrews serving as 
grand marshal.  

We created large blow-up maps of the town’s 
trails for our Ňoat (thank you to Board Member 
John Southard for the idea). Tod Snyder and 
Colin Cauldwell aĸxed the maps and our 
banners to Board Member Lisa Dye’s truck and 
drove it in the parade.  

Due to an unanƟcipated anƟque car 
malfuncƟon, they wound up having to tow the 
car carrying MansĮeld’s oldest (103 years old) 
resident through the parade route as well! Quite 
the experience. 

Our land steward MaƩ Griĸn made great 
headway in creaƟng walking trails on our new 
Sheehan property across from the Animal 
Shelter. A formal spring dedicaƟon of the 
Sheehan property is planned, and the date will 
be announced soon. If you haven’t been on the 
trails yet, go check them out!  
Thanks to Colin’s involvement with Blue Wave 
and Lou’s re-negoƟaƟons of an exisƟng land 
easement (See arƟcle on page 2) we remain in 
excellent Įnancial shape.  

We conƟnue to oīer annual college scholarships 
to MansĮeld residents (See arƟcle on page 5) 
who have shown commitment to the 
environment. In addiƟon, a subcommiƩee has 
been formed to look into giving an annual award 
to a MansĮeld resident who has beneĮƩed 
conservaƟon eīorts or the environment in some 
impacƞul way. Thank you to Outreach Oĸcer 
Mary Kate Flynn for this excellent idea. 

Looking forward to another great year! 
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T 
he NRT board voted to establish an Ad-Hoc 
commiƩee to come up with plans to make 

trails friendlier for older and handicapped people.  

The commiƩee will iniƟally focus on the Dorothy 
York and WWII Veterans’ areas, then the Wading 
River and Sheehan properƟes.  

Members include Lou Andrews, Mary Kate Flynn, 
and MaƩ Griĸn. 

President's Message — Deborah Snyder 

Tod and Colin with parade truck 

Grand Marshal Lou Andrews with his wife Mary 

 M E M B E R S H I P   

Your membership is 
important to us. It allows us 
to conƟnue our mission to 
increase  
Please join or 
renew. 
Thank You 

https://www.keepmansfieldbeautiful.com/
http://www.mansfieldma.com/249/Household-Hazardous-Waste
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Natural-Resources-Trust-of-Mansfield/178612828852571?sk=wall


 

 

Page 2 

Sheehan Property Dedication to be 

Scheduled this Spring 

Sheehan’s Trail Entrance sign rendering 

New Easement Agreement — Lou Andrews 

Land Donation to Habitat for Humanity  

https://www.facebook.com/NRTMansfield/
https://oldcolonyhabitat.org/


 

Wading River Wildlife ProtecƟon Area Project Update — Lou Andrews 
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AcquisiƟons Update  
     — Tod Snyder, AcquisiƟons Director 

Outreach Report    
           — Mary Kate Flynn,  Outreach Director 

https://www.mass.gov/news/ags-office-announces-120000-settlement-with-transportation-and-warehousing-facility-in-mansfield-over-clean-water-act-violations
https://www.facebook.com/NRTMansfield
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“To acquire and preserve natural resources for the use  
and enjoyment of present and future generations” 

NRT ANNUAL MEETING  

April 9th, 7:30 PM 

MansĮeld Historical Society  
150 Rumford Avenue 

PresentaƟon of "Some Serious Trash Talking"   
by Keep MansĮeld BeauƟful founder Neil Rhein 

THE PUBLIC IS INVITED 

Refreshments 

The NominaƟng CommiƩee recommends the following slate of 
oĸcers and directors for FY 2027. 

Oĸcers - For  1 year term expiring in March 2027

Tod Snyder, President; Colin Caudwell, Vice President; 

Michelle White, Secretary; Lou Andrews, Treasurer 

Board of Directors - For 3 year term expiring in March 2029 

Lisa Dye, MaƩ Griĸn, Deborah Snyder, Dana Hourigan  

Board of Directors -  Open 1 year term ending in March 2027 

   Inigo, Havaloyes 

RespecƟvely submiƩed, NominaƟng CommiƩee 

 Colin Cauldwell,  Sharon Freidman,   Michele White 

NominaƟng CommiƩee Report 

Annual MeeƟng PresentaƟon - Neil Rhein 

Stewardship Update — MaƩ Griĸn, Stewardship Director 

B 
y the close of 2025, most of our properƟes were well-
maintained and in solid shape.  

During the summer of 2025 the World War II Memorial Trail was 
completely cleared of fallen trees and the overgrown secƟon of 
the red trail along the Back Bay Brook was widened to allow  
easy walking. 

On the Sheehan Property a trail was laid out and a 1-mile-long 
Įgure 8 trail was cleared by the Boy Scouts of Troop 17 on the 
property in the fall of 2025.  Trail markers and entrance signage 
sƟll remain to be installed this spring. A couple of trees have fallen 
during the winter on the new trail that will be our Įrst task  
this year. 

We have been approached by an Eagle Scout Candidate looking for 
a service project and he was presented with a list of possible 
projects that would beneĮt us and he selected compleƟng the 
remaining Sheehan Property tasks.   

The project will also include the construcƟon of some Leopold 
Benches that can be deployed along trails on our various 
properƟes.  He is working on obtaining approval from the Boy 
Scout Council and will start once approved. 

Leopold bench 

https://keepmassbeautiful.org/
https://recyclesmartma.org/become-a-partner/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23054750788&gbraid=0AAAAAC84JUAunDiRf5JmBY_m0ccjauJBG&gclid=CjwKCAiAtq_NBhA_EiwA78nNWEOJdbOAXEpKbVnKaTgK28bKmhmpAGv1TRxyBIi7hb9S_sytyOIx1hoCGC0QAvD_BwE
https://keepmassbeautiful.org/
https://keepmassbeautiful.org/
https://www.keepmansfieldbeautiful.com/
https://www.keepmansfieldbeautiful.com/
https://nrtma.org/trails/wwii-nature-trail/
https://nrtma.org/trails/sheehan/
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Mansfield Conservation History 

1978 - Town approves funding to start acquisition of the Taylor’s Hill 
section of the Great Woods. 

 

 

I n  M e m o r i a m  

In December, we lost our long time director 

Steve Pyne, after a long battle with cancer. 

Steve joined the NRT in 2012. 

Steve helped with the field maintenance and 

haying of the Scott/Goyea farm for over 40 

years. With his wife Fran, he maintained the 

garden in front of the Great Woods Oak Street 

entrance. They kept the area clear of trash. and invasive species 

along the stone walls. 

In 2017, Steve and Fran received a 

certificate of appreciation from the 

conservation commission for their 

efforts. 

We will miss his infectious smile and 

positive outlook. 

Link to his obituary 

Commission chair Mike Healy  

present award to the Pynes 

Environmental Scholarship 

GRIT Wheelchairs Available for Use 

GRIT Freedom Chair 

https://www.currentobituary.com/member/obit/289701
https://nrtma.org/about/grit-freedom-chair/

